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 GREAT HANWOOD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Full Parish Council Meeting, convened at St Thomas’ Church Extension, Hanwood: 1st December 2015 at 7:30pm

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

Cllr M Roughan (Chairman)




Cllr G Lewis

Cllr J Fox

Cllr B Bateman

Cllr G Jones

Cllr K Bromage

Cllr J Percival

Cllr R Evans (arrived 8:50pm)

In Attendance
Caroline Higgins, Clerk 




PCSO T Griffiths – West Mercia Police




R Burdekin – WMAS/Rea Valley First Responders

APOLOGIES:
Cllr J R Butler – working away

	Minute Ref.
	Minute
	Proposer
/ Seconder/
Action

	15/16/92
	ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES:
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:30pm.  
The Council received and accepted apologies from Councillor Butler

	

	15/16/93
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION:

None 
	

	15/16/94
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
The Council reviewed and approved the minutes of the full council meeting held on 20th October 2015.

Members of the Finance & General Purposes Committee present reviewed and approved the minutes of the committee meeting held on 10th November 2015
	GL/BB

BB/JF

	15/16/95
	PUBLIC SESSION:
i. Public Comments – There were no members of the public present wishing to comment.
ii. Police Report – CSO Tim Griffiths introduced himself as a new member of the SNT based at Pontesbury PS.  He gave a brief summary of his career as a police officer in the Craven Arms area, from which he is now retired.  The Council welcomed him warmly.
iii. Shropshire Councillor’s Report – This was deferred as Cllr R Evans had not arrived.  
The Chairman suspended the public session at 7:40pm.
	

	15/16/96
	PARISH MATTERS:
i. Relocation of Hanwood Post Office – The Clerk confirmed that the post office will move into the village shop on 18th January 2016.
ii. Damaged Tree – Poplars Avenue – The Clerk reported that a young tree had been snapped during the recent storms.  The Council agreed to request a replacement under the Free Tree Scheme at the next opportunity.
iii. Oak Road Street Sign – The Clerk reported this had been damaged and removed.  A replacement has been requested.
	Noted

Request replacement

Replacement sign on order withShropshire Council

	15/16/97
	MATTERS ARISING:

i. Defibrillator – The Clerk reported that the defibrillator cabinet had been installed that morning by A Walters Electrical on the wall of Vine Close Community Centre.  Cllr J Percival confirmed he would install the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) unit the next morning.
The Chairman invited Mr Richard Burdekin to speak on the opportunity for community training.  Mr Burdekin offered free training to include basic life support for both breathing and non-breathing patients.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a venue for the training and advertise it as widely as possible.  The Cock Inn Function Room was the preferred venue on an evening in January.
The Council agreed to complete a Memorandum of Understanding between the Council and West Midlands Ambulance Service.  This will confirm the accreditation of the defibrillator site and define the responsibilities for weekly checking of the AED.  Weekly checks will be carried out by the Rea Valley First Responders.
The Council expressed its thanks to A Walters Electrical Contractors for the installation and to Severnside for 

permission to install the unit at Vine Close.

The Clerk undertook to issue a press release and to seek volunteers to undertake training.

ii. Parish Paths and Bridleways – The Clerk reported on the recent Church Lane Day of Action, which had cleared the bridleway as far as the Rea Brook.  It was noted that some loose cuttings were still on the side of the lane.  The ROW officer will be asked to collect them, but if this is not practical the PC volunteers will try to clear the cuttings into green bins.  The Council expressed its appreciation to the volunteers and agreed to publicise the event through a press release and the community newsletter.
iii. Parish Paths Priorities – The Council discussed an enquiry from the ROW officer as to the key footpaths and bridleways to be kept clear in the Parish.  The Council agreed to consult the Walking For Health Coordinator and the recent survey of Parish Paths carried out by Mr T Johnson.  W4H paths will be identified as priority ROW.

iv. Parish Paths Partnership (P3 Group) - The Council agreed to continue to seek support for a P3 group in Hanwood and to make arrangements to meet with the ROW officer in January.  Several of the volunteers involved in the Day of Action had expressed an interest and the Clerk undertook to contact the Walking For Health Coordinator for their support. It was also agreed to include an article on the Walking For Health Group in the next newsletter.
v. Litter picking – A488 – It was noted that there was still no evidence of a litter pick by Shropshire Council’s term contractor.
vi. Memorial Garden – It was noted that work had commenced on site at the Cock Inn.  The Clerk had ascertained that the correct trees were being removed and that the remaining trees will be protected.
vii. Formation of Neighbourhood Watch Group – The Clerk reported that no volunteers had yet come forward.

	Training venue to be booked for January

Clerk to complete and return MOU

Clippings to be cleared

Press release

Community newsletter

Identify priority paths

Meet ROW officer – January

Contact W4H Coordinator

Newsletter article – January

Follow up with SCHighways

Monitor developments

	15/16/98
	ROADS AND TRAFFIC SAFETY:
i. Community Speed Watch – Additional volunteers wanted.  Cllr Jones indicated his wife might be interested.
ii. Edgebold Roundabout – No action
	Send application forms

Follow up with SCHighways

	15/16/99
	HANWOOD YOUTH CLUB:
The Clerk reported that the Youth Club would meet on Thursday evenings with effect from December.
	Noted

	15/16/100
	CARADOC PLAY AREA:

i. Repairs and Maintenance – The Clerk reported that the swings manufacturer had agreed to replace two more timbers following their inspection.  In the meantime the swings are considered safe to use.
ii. Flooding of manhole – The Clerk reported that Severn Trent Water had carried out a repair of the sewer pipe from within the manhole.  
iii. Motorbike Spring Rider – The Council noted this had been repaired.
iv. Bark Levels – The Clerk suggested the Council considers allocating £500 for the topping up of play bark in 2016/17.   It was agreed to add this item to the draft budget.  Alternative suppliers to be investigated before making arrangements with Village Hall Committee. 
v. Replacement of Adventure Trail – The Clerk presented provisional suggestions for the replacement of rotting timber adventure trail.  Adult fitness and toddler swings suggested.  The Council resolved to develop the proposals with a view to public consultation and grant applications in the New Year.
	Timbers to be replaced by Creative Play
Amend budget (CH)

Investigate alternative suppliers (CH/MR)

Development of proposals for consultation / grant applications

	15/16/101
	PLANNING MATTERS:
i. Annual Review of Place Plan – The Council noted that Shropshire Council is not intending to seek a formal review by Parish Councils in 2015/16 but will consider changes to parish priorities by exception.  There were no volunteers to take part in the internal review process.
ii. Planning Applications –

a. 15/04895/FUL – 7 Oaklands Grange, Hanwood Bank – Erection of building to house camper van – The Council resolved to visit the site before making comments.  The Council resolved to write to all residents on Oaklands View to inform them of the application and planning committee meeting. 

b. 15/04119/REM – Residential development west of Caradoc View (21 properties) – The Council noted the minimum public open space requirement amounted to 1,890m2.
c. 15/04194/FUL – Coppice Court, Nobold – Erection of roof extension – Decision awaited 
d. No new planning applications had been registered since the publication of the agenda
iii. Planning Decisions – 
a. 15/02926/VAR – The Oaklands, Hanwood Bank – Variation of Condition 4 and removal of Conditions 5 attached to Planning Permission 13/02910/FUL – Permission granted
b. 15/00779/REM – Development at Mousecroft Lane / Longden Road, Shrewsbury – The Council noted the variation to the site layout to provide additional space for footpaths and cycle lane connectivity. Permission granted
c. 15/04088/FUL – 16 Beech Close, Hanwood – Erection of single storey front extension – Permission granted
iv. Planning Appeals –

a. 14/01983/OUT Appeal Number 15/02269/REF – Development east of Nobold Lane – Appeal decision awaited
	Planning committee meeting – 11:00am, 11th Dec 2016

Comments submitted 29th Oct 2015

	15/16/102
	STREET LIGHTING:
i. Vine Close Street Lights – The Council noted that Shropshire Council will adopt 5 lights in November 2015.  One light will be retained by the Parish Council.
ii. Street Lighting Faults – The Council noted that three street lights managed by Shropshire Council were out of order ;
o/s 1 Oaklands View

o/s 14 Oaklands View

A488 Hanwood Bank (light number not known)
	

	15/16/103
	COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER:
The Council noted the deadline for editorial copy for the next edition is 10th January 2016.

Items for inclusion: 

Dates of defibrillator training

Call for more volunteers 

Walking For Health Group

P3 Group - Volunteers & Priority Paths


	

	15/16/104
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:

i. Bank Account – The Clerk will contact authorised signatories to complete the new Mandate when available.
At 8:50pm Cllr Evans arrived and gave his apologies for late attendance.
ii. Budget – The Clerk tabled a draft 3-year budget and reported that the 3 year forecast predicts falling reserves and uncertainty over the availability of additional income, including the Parish portion of the Council Tax Support Grant, (CTSG).  She also reported that Shropshire Council intended to withdraw support for Shrop.Net, which presently hosts the Parish Council website. 
Despite reasonable economies, the present Precept falls short of the predicted annual expenditure of the Council, excluding discretionary grants.  The Clerk recommended that the Precept be increased in 2016/17 to make up the shortfall lost by the withdrawal of the CTSG in 2014/15.
The Council reviewed the draft budget and approved the budget allocations.  They further approved the restoration of the £400 budget for website development, as a result of the announcement by Shropshire Council.

It was unanimously agreed that the Council should provisionally increase the Precept by £2,202 to make up for the loss of the CTSG withheld by Shropshire Council.  A revised budget will be prepared for approval at the January meeting, at which time the provisional Precept of £17,469 will be confirmed if no new expenditure is identified.
iii. Authorisation of Payments – The Council unanimously approved the payments listed below:

C Higgins – Expenses and Salary  £499.33

SCPS – Pensions Contributions     £101.84


	Mandate to be signed by authorised signatories

Revised budget and provisional Precept  to be approved in January

	15/16/105
	COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:
i. Pensions Discretions Policies – The Clerk tabled the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes Committee with respect to Pensions Discretions Policies, circulated to members as Appendix 14i. 
The Council unanimously approved the recommendations and adopted the proposed Discretions Policies with immediate effect.

ii. Review of Risk Assessments - The Clerk described the revised Risk Assessments recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee as set out in the minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 10th November 2015.  The Council unanimously approved the revised structure of Risk Assessments.
	Copy of revised Discretions Policy to be sent to SCPS

	15/16/106
	TRAINING:

The Council approved the Clerk’s request to contribute 50% towards her SLCC membership subscription, due 1st January 2016, amounting to £62.50, (the sum to be reclaimed as expenses).
	

	15/16/107
	CONSULTATIONS AND ORRESPONDENCE:

i. The Big Conversation – Cllr Evans summarised the financial position of Shropshire Council and subsequent consultation to identify priority services.  He encouraged all to respond to the survey before the closing date in early January.
	

	15/16/108
	CHEQUE SIGNING:
The Chairman and Cllr Evans signed the cheques authorised under minute 104 iii.

At 9:30pm the Council resolved to raise Standing Orders to permit the business on the agenda to be completed.
	

	15/16/109
	DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS:

i. The Council agreed that the Planning Committee shall meet on site outside 7 Oaklands Grange at 11:00am on Friday 11th December 2015.  Any comments they wish to make will be submitted to the planning authority as soon as possible thereafter.

ii. The next meeting of the full Council will be held in St Thomas’ Church Extension on 26th January 2016 at 7:30pm

iii. The final meeting of the Council will be held on 22nd March 2016.


	

	15/16/110
	SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:

Councillor Evans gave his deferred report covering the expected adoption of the SAM.Dev Local Development Plan in December despite continuing challenges over the calculation of the 5 year supply of housing land.
	Noted

	15/16/111
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:

The Chairman and Clerk made arrangements for the Clerk’s delayed annual appraisal, which will be recorded as a confidential document.
	

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:35pm having thanked those attending.
	


Signed (Chairman) ……………………………………… Dated 26th January 2016


