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 GREAT HANWOOD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting, convened at St Thomas’ Church Extension, Hanwood: 20th October 2015 at 7:30pm
PRESENT: 

Councillors:

J Percival (Vice Chairman)



G Lewis
R Evans 

J Fox
B Bateman
In Attendance
Caroline Higgins, Clerk 




PC J Summerfield, West Mercia Police




PCSO A Roberts, West Mercia Police
APOLOGIES:
Cllr M Roughan – another meeting



Cllr R Butler – work commitments

Cllr K Bromage – Ill health 

	Minute Ref.
	Minute
	Proposer
/ Seconder/
Action

	15/16/63
	ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES:
The Chairman having sent his apologies, the Vice Chairman, Cllr J Percival took the chair and opened the meeting at 7:30pm.  
The Council received and accepted apologies from Councillors Butler, Roughan and Bromage.   Cllr Jones was absent.
Mr R Dunscombe (Hanwood Village Hall Committee Chairman) and Mr A Walklett also sent their apologies.  Both had submitted comments to the Clerk to be shared in the public session.
	

	15/16/64
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION:

None 
	

	15/16/65
	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th September were approved as a true record and the Vice Chairman authorised to sign them.  

It was noted that the Chairman had omitted to sign the approved minutes of the meeting held on 14h July 2015.  It was unanimously resolved to re-approve the minutes and authorise the Vice Chairman to sign them to confirm they are a true record. 


	

	15/16/66
	PUBLIC SESSION:
i. Public Comments: 

There were no members of the public present but accordance with his request, the Clerk read a letter from Mr Walklett commenting on the proposed residential development at Hanwood Bank.  These were noted by the Council.
The Clerk then read some comments supplied by the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee concerning recent dog illnesses.  These were noted by the Council.

ii. Police Report – At 7:45pm the Chairman invited PC Summerfield to give a report.  The following activities were highlighted:

· Anti-social behaviour at the Caradoc View Play Area.  

· Lighting up initiative to protect elderly residents towards Christmas (details on police website)
· Future police reports will be more personalised to parish incidents

· Pontesbury Police Station future discussed at a recent meeting.  Potential to work with other community groups to enable it to remain open.

· New CSO has been re-assigned to Shrewsbury and is unlikely to be replaced before Christmas, due to the low crime rate in the area.

The Vice Chairman thanked them for their report and the officers left the meeting at 8:00pm.

iii. Shropshire Councillor’s Report – Cllr R Evans gave the following report:

· No spraying of weed killer has been undertaken by Shropshire Council in recent weeks

· SAM.Dev – Report still not returned by Planning Inspector.

· Swimming Pool Consultation – ongoing

· Future Fit Consultation – Ongoing

· Nobold Development – Planning Inspector’s report on appeal against refusal of application for 125 homes is not expected until 2016.  175 homes approved with provision for a footpath on the development side of the site.

· A5Edgebold Roundabout –  Cllr Evans has asked the MP to raise the matter with Highways England.

· Shropshire Council Resignations – Two vacancies have arisen in Belle Vue and Meole Wards.

The Vice Chairman closed the public session at 8:15pm and the Council returned to Standing Orders.
	Noted
Noted

Noted

Noted


	15/16/67
	PARISH MATTERS:
No new matters raised.
	

	15/16/68
	MATTERS ARISING: 
i) Defibrillator – The Clerk reported that she had still not received a draft license from Severnside, but that Richard Burdekin of Rea Valley Community First Responders had been assigned to provide training to volunteers once the defibrillator is installed.
It was resolved to make a final approach to Severnside for resolution by the end of October and if unsuccessful, to seek an alternative location within the village.  
ii) Parish Paths and Bridleways – The Council noted that the Day of Action to clear Church Lane Bridleway has been advertised in the November Community Newsletter, but as this had not yet been delivered there were presently no volunteers.  The Clerk was authorised to make the necessary arrangements with the Rights of Way Officer and to organise a convenient date when volunteers came forward.
iii) Dog Illness – The Council resolved that no further action or discussion was appropriate.
iv) A488 Litter Picking – No progress.  R Evans to follow up with Area Commissioner
v) Memorial Garden – The Clerk confirmed that the planning application was still live and was asked to seek an update from Punch Taverns.
vi) Neighbourhood Watch Group – It was noted that the call for volunteers had not yet reached residents as it was included in the November Community Newsletter.  The matter was deferred to the November meeting.
	Clerk to arrange
No further action
R Evans to follow up 

Letter to Punch Taverns

Deferred to November

	15/16/68
	TRAFFIC SAFETY: 

i) Sites of Community Led Concern – The Clerk reported that she had requested the various proposals for traffic calming measures along the A488 be considered as a coherent whole rather than as piecemeal projects associated with different developments.  The Council noted that the submission of reserved matters for Hanwood Bank development indicated that this could bring the safety audit for the requested pedestrian crossing forward and that the reserve fund of £5,000 set aside for a safety audit might be requested by Shropshire Council.  R Evans was asked to provide an update on progress on the scheme.
ii) Community Speed Watch – The Clerk confirmed that a call for volunteers had been included in the November newsletter.  The names and numbers of volunteers already registered was not known but it was understood to be at least the minimum of 3 from Hanwood with additional volunteers from Ford and Pontesbury.  The training will be arranged by the West Mercia Police.
iii) Line Markings – It was noted that the line markings had been refreshed at the end of Weir Road and Orchard Lane.  Despite this, the road entrance is being partially blocked by vehicles for sale from the neighbouring garage.  The Clerk was asked to report concerns to the police.  
iv) Edgebold Roundabout – It was noted that the confusing dotted line has not been removed, causing continuing confusion for road users.  R Evans reported that the matter had not been discussed with Highways England at a recent liaison meeting.  He had raised the matter with the MP for Shrewsbury & Atcham.  Road closures on the A5 are ongoing and the long awaited safety audit is unlikely to be carried out until after the resurfacing works are completed.
	R Evans to request update on Hanwood Bank Pedestrian Crossing
Report inappropriate parking to Police.  Also report car for sale on verge at Hanwood Bank

	15/16/69
	HANWOOD YOUTH CLUB:

i) LJC Grant Funding – The Clerk read an update from Shropshire Council which showed the amount and date of any additional funding for youth clubs is still unclear.
ii) Activities – The Clerk reported that the youth club was planning a trip to the West Midlands Safari Park in half term.  The Youth Club would subsidise its members and had negotiated a substantial discount through membership of Shropshire Youth Association.
	

	15/16/70
	CARADOC VIEW PLAY AREA:
i) Junior Swings – The Council noted the replacement of the swings cross bar and the report by the manufacturer that the upright timbers are sound.  The Council resolved to request an indemnity from the manufacturer against any failure due to rot whilst under guarantee.
ii) Sewer Manhole – The Council noted that the manhole serving a neighbouring property had become blocked and flooded during the month.  The pipe was cleared the same day by Severn Trent Water and the surrounding area cleaned and disinfected.  It was resolved to include the manhole in the play area risk assessment and to include the relevant numbers for reporting an incident.  It was agreed that in the event of a major flood, the play area would need to be closed to protect the health of the public.
iii) Motorbike Spring Rider – The Council noted the spring rider had been repaired.
iv) Damage to fence – The Clerk confirmed that the play area inspector had tightened and checked all of the bolts to reduce the likelihood of further pales being removed.  The matter will require ongoing vigilance.
v) Options for replacement of adventure trail – The Council considered a suggestion by the Clerk that outdoor gym equipment suitable for use by adults be installed in this area.  It also considered the installation of swings suitable for toddlers.  The Clerk was asked to investigate costs and options for consideration at the November meeting. 

	Clerk to request indemnity
Update risk assessment

Costs and options to be presented for provisional budgeting purposes 

	15/16/71
	PLANNING MATTERS:
i) Annual Review of Place Plan – The Council noted that Shropshire Council does not intend to formally seek a review by parish councils and will instead review the structure and review process.
ii) Planning Applications –
a. 15/04194/FUL – Coppice Court, Nobold – Erection of a roof extension to provide first floor accommodation, including balcony and single storey extension on south elevation.  The Council resolved to offer no objections
b. 15/0488/FUL – 16 Beech Close, Hanwood – Erection of a single storey front extension – The Council resolved to offer no objections

c. 15/04119/REM – Proposed residential development west of Caradoc View, Hanwood Bank for 21 properties, to include appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.  The Council considered the drainage concerns expressed in writing by a local resident.  These were supported by local knowledge of the site by members of the Council.  It was resolved to express the concerns of residents about the capacity of existing drainage and potential for increased flooding, particularly during the construction phase.  Concerns were also raised about the positioning of the pedestrian refuge on the A488 and the limited provision for pedestrians leaving the development.
At 9:30pm the Council resolved to lift standing orders to enable the remaining business on the agenda to be dealt with.

iii) Planning Decisions –

a. 15/03492/FUL – Hanwood Village Hall – Erection of entrance porch together with internal and external alterations.  Permission granted
b. 15/02926/VAR – The Oaklands, Hanwood Bank – Variation of Condition 4 and removal of Condition 5 attached to Planning Permission 13/02920/FUL – Awaiting decision
c. 15/03674/AMP – The Cock Inn, Hanwood (2 dwellings) – Non-material amendment to boundary. Permission granted
d. 15/03157/FUL – Bank House, Nobold – Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension.  Permission granted
e. 15/00779/REM – Development at Mousecroft Lane/Longden Road (175 dwellings) – approval of reserved matters with alteration to provide a footpath within the development alongside Longden Road. – Permission granted.  The Council also noted that the emergency access onto Mousecroft Lane has been relocated to join up with the footpath beside the Nuffield Hospital.  A pedestrian crossing is being considered at the junction by the Nuffield Hospital
iv) Planning Appeals – 

a. 14/01983/OUT – Development east of Nobold Lane, appeal number 15/02269/REF - up to 125 dwellings, (all matters reserved) – Awaiting decision of Planning Inspector – Expected January 2016

	Noted.
No objections
No objections
Drainage concerns and footpath comments  to be reported to planning officer


	15/16/72
	STREET LIGHTING:

i) Vine Close Street Lights – The Council noted that Shropshire Council will switch off some of the Vine Close lights between midnight and 5:00am.  This would affect the parish light if adopted by Shropshire Council.  The Council therefore resolved not to transfer the light at the entrance to Vine Close, to ensure it remains lit throughout the night.
ii) Street Lighting Faults – None reported
	

	15/16/73
	COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER:

Items for inclusion to include:
· Update on Hanwood Bank development
· Councillor profile
· Defibrillator
At 9:35pm Cllr J Fox gave his apologies and left the meeting.
	

	15/16/74
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:

i) Electronic Banking – The Council resolved to authorise all existing cheque signatories to be signatories on the new account.  The Clerk confirmed the application would be set up online and the bank would contact signatories if they need to provide personal identification to complete the process. All present confirmed their willingness to undergo security checks.
ii) Hanwood Cherry Trees – The Council noted a bursary of £201.20 had been offered following a healthy crop of cherries.
iii) Remembrance Sunday – The Council authorised the cutting of the War Memorial hedge at a cost of £68.00 and the purchase of a Poppy Wreath from the Royal British Legion, with a donation to the RBS of £30.00.
iv) Confirmation of Payments – The Council unanimously approved the following payments 
C Higgins   Clerk’s salary and expenses      £476.12
SCPS          Pensions Contributions (Sept )  £101.84
Shropshire Council 

                   2-weekly Play area inspections 2015 – 16

                                                                        £647.40
Creative Play  

                 Repairs to motorcycle spring rider £510.00

	Noted.
Noted
Resolved



	15/16/75
	COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

i) Pensions Discretions Policies – The Council receive a report on the  Pensions Employer’s Meeting attended by the clerk and Cllr Bateman.  The Finance  & General Purposes Committee identified two suitable dates for a meeting to review the Pensions Discretions Policy in November.  The Clerk to confirm the date and issue a suitable agenda.
ii) Review of Risk Assessments - The Council agreed that the annual review of risk assessments will be undertaken at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee in November. 

	Clerk to confirm date of Finance Committee meeting in early November 


	15/16/76
	TRAINING: 

The Council noted a course on Fundamentals for New Councillors being held on 25th November at Kinlet Village Hall.  No members were available to attend on that date.

	

	15/16/77
	CORRESPONDENCE:

SALC AGM Invitation - Cllr Evans confirmed his availability and willingness to attend the SALC AGM on 31st October.  It was noted that there will be no charge for this event.


	Noted

	15/16/78
	CHEQUE SIGNING:

The Vice Chairman and Cllr Evans signed the authorised cheques and monthly payment schedule.
	

	15/16/79
	FUTURE MEETINGS: 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as the 1st December 2015 at St Thomas’ Church Extension, to commence at 7:30pm.  

A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee will be arranged in early November
26th January 2016 – (Precept Setting)

22nd March 2016


	

	15/16/80
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:
The Council resolved to authorise the General Purposes Committee to undertake the Annual Salary Budget Review at their November meeting.
	


	
	There being no other business, the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 9:45pm
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Signed (Chairman) ……………………………………… Dated 1st December 2015

