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 GREAT HANWOOD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting, convened at St Thomas’ Church Extension, Hanwood; 29th April 2014 at 9:00pm
PRESENT: 

Councillors:

M Roughan (Chairman)




G Lewis



K Bromage
R Evans 

J Percival

R Butler

In Attendance
Caroline Higgins, Clerk 




Mrs M Davies - Resident
APOLOGIES:
J Fox - Holiday
	Minute Ref.
	Minute
	Proposer
/ Seconder/
Action

	13/14/198
	WELCOME AND PUBLIC SESSION:

No matters raised in the public session.
	

	13/14/199
	APOLOGIES: The apology from J Fox was accepted by the Council
	

	13/14/200
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None 
	

	13/14/201
	PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES: No applicants
	

	13/14/202
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – held 25th March 2014 – Accepted
	RE/KB

	13/14/203
	MATTERS ARISING:
1. Community skip – Delivered 16th April, collected 19th April 2014.
2. Bus Stop o/s Cock Inn – No progress.  Defer until after decision reached on housing development application.
3. Edgebold Roundabout – Re-lined.  Further work to be completed in June.
4. Low Bridge Height Warning Signs – in hand.  Target completion by end June.
5. Play Bus Visits – Well received. Parked in cul-de-sac close to child minder’s house. 
6. Tree – Poplars Avenue – The Clerk reported that SC had removed the tree after it was extensively damaged by the storm in March.  It was assessed as unbalanced and therefore unsafe.  SC will replant in the autumn.
	

	13/14/204
	PARISH MATTERS: Child bitten by loose dog, (not badly injured).  Reported to police.
	

	13/14/205
	CARADOC VIEW BUS SHELTER:  Grant received from SC.  Clerk reported a further act of anti-social behaviour has been reported by a resident to SC, who arranged a clean-up.
The Council agreed the alterations were excellent.

R Butler offered to supply a lockable noticeboard, FOC and to fix it to the unused wall in the bus shelter for the use of the Parish Council.  This was accepted, with thanks.
	R Butler to install noticeboard and supply key to Clerk

	13/14/206
	CARADOC VIEW PLAY AREA:
1. Youth Bus Visit – The Clerk is arranging a meeting with the youth co-ordinator, Helena Williams
2. Youth Club – It was resolved that the Clerk investigate the options for supporting the youth club by funding a professional youth worker to work with the existing volunteer, provisionally on a pilot basis.
3. Repairs & Maintenance – A repair quotation of £355 for the replacement of 2 benches; repair of the swings safety barrier; top up the bark; and concrete in the litter bin was accepted and the Clerk authorised to instruct the work.
4. Palisade Fence – Not yet repaired.  Clerk to chase up.
5. Grass Cutting – The Clerk reported that SC had instructed their contractor to stop cutting the grass in CVPA, as this is the responsibility of the Parish Council.  The need to cut the grass asap was agreed and the Clerk authorised to arrange an initial cut with a suitable local contractor, then to investigate a longer term contract on a competitive basis.
6. Big Lunch – The Council decided that too little time was available to organise this event by 1st June.  It was resolved to try to arrange a community event in early August to coincide with the opening of the proposed Memorial Garden.  It was noted that the Village Hall Committee is planning an event in September and the Clerk was authorised to co-ordinate with the VHC.
7. Play Area Inspections – The Clerk presented K Bromage with his certificate for Level 1 Playground Inspections and the Council congratulated him on his completion of the necessary examination.
The Clerk was asked to discuss a joint inspection with the school and VHC.


	Clerk to meet Youth Coordinator

Clerk to instruct work

Clerk to chase up

Clerk to contact local contractors

Clerk & Chairman to arrange meeting with VHC

Clerk to action

	13/14/207
	PLANNING MATTERS:
1. Planning Applications:

a. 14/01392/FUL – Oak Ridge, Mill Lane, Hanwood – 1st floor extension and raise roof height – The Council noted that one neighbour objection had been lodged relating to overlooking and loss of privacy and light.  The Planning Committee was authorised to meet and to submit appropriate comments to SC.  A meeting was subsequently arranged for Saturday 10th May 2014.
At 9:29pm it was resolved to lift standing orders to enable the remaining business on the agenda to be considered.

b. 14/01425/OUT – Karriholme, Nobold – Resubmitted application for a single detached dwelling with access.  The Council made no further comments beyond those previously submitted.
c. 14/01575/FUL – 7 Post Office Lane, Hanwood – 2 storey side extension – The Council raised no objections to this application.
2. Planning Updates:
a. Oaklands – Barn conversions & market housing – Pending decision.  Awaiting S106 agreement.
b. Cock Inn – Housing development – Pending decision,  Awaiting S106 agreement

c. Telephone Exchange, Cruckmeole – Housing development.  Pending decision.  Awaiting S106 agreement.

d. Orchard Lane – Residential development – SC planning officer is recommending approval with flooding concerns to be addressed as conditions.

e. Hanwood Bank – Housing development – SC Highways will object if developer is unable to improve the safety of the proposed access.

3. Planning Decisions:

a. 14/01073/TPO – 26 Chestnut Close, Hanwood – Removal of horse chestnut tree –Permission granted.

	Planning Committee to inspect site and make comments

RE/GL

	13/14/208
	ROAD SAFETY CONCERNS / PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS: 
1. Rotational VAS – Clerk reported the outstanding charges have been waived by SC and that credit notes for the outstanding invoices have been issued by SC this week.
The Clerk recommended that the money saved be allocated to a fund to be used to purchase a permanent VAS sign when the existing rotational unit stops working altogether.  She suggested the Council sets up an earmarked reserve for the purpose.

It was noted that the VAS sign was still not working.  

2. Hanwood Bank Pedestrian Crossing – R Evans reported that SC is investigating the feasibility of widening the carriageway to enable a refuge to be installed in the centre of the carriageway for pedestrians.  This would not be controlled by traffic lights.

	Clerk to notify SC that VAS still not working 

	13/14/209
	STREET LIGHTING:

1. Replacement of street lights – Awaiting report from E.ON - deferred

2. Repairs and upgrades – Completed and electrical safety certificates received.
	

	13/14/210
	FINANCIAL MATTERS:
1. Accounting summary – The Clerk tabled a summary of the accounts for the year to 31st March 2014 which will be used as a basis for the completion of the Annual Return, for approval at the May meeting.  The Council resolved to approve the statement of accounts presented.
2. Internal Audit and Internal Controls – The Clerk drew the Council’s attention to the requirements of the Fidelity Guarantee to review the accounts on a regular basis.  It was resolved that the Chairman and Vice-chairman will meet to review the accounts before the next meeting.
3. Financial Regulations – The Clerk advised the Council that a training day has been arranged on 16th June and recommended deferring this item until the July meeting, to enable the Clerk and Finance & GP Committee to familiarise themselves with the new regulations before the Council formally adopts them.  Resolved.

4. Grant Applications – The Council approved the following grant payments under S137 of LGA 1972:
a. Hanwood PCC - Churchyard Maintenance  £950.00

b. Hanwood VHC – Insurance £1,250.00

5. Confirmation of payments – The payments listed on the Monthly Payment Order were authorised by the Council
	JP/RE

MR/JP

Clerk (& MR) to attend finance training if available

JP/RB

	13/14/211
	TRAINING: The Council noted that Code of Conduct Training was available on 12th May 2014 - FOC
The Clerk and Chairman were authorised to attend Finance Training on 16th June at £30.00 
	

	13/14/212
	COUNCIL POLICIES: No issues
	

	13/14/213
	CORRESPONDENCE:
The Clerk reported that SC had requested she display notices relating to the forthcoming European Elections on Parish Council noticeboards.

The Clerk reported that a letter confirming the Precept payment had been received from SC.
	

	13/14/214
	NEXT MEETING: 20TH May 2014

The July meeting date was confirmed as 8th July 2014.
	

	13/14/215
	STAFF MATTERS: Deferred to May meeting
	

	
	At 10:20pm the Chairman closed the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Signed (Chairman) ……………………………………… Dated 20th May 2014

